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Hampshire Highlights and the Solent 
Thursday 5th – Monday 9th May 2022 

You will be amazed at all the wonderful places to visit in Hampshire.  The county has it all, from stunning 
coastline and beautiful countryside to the many exciting attractions like the Watercress Line Heritage 
Railway, following in Jane Austin’s footsteps at Chawton and the beautiful Exbury Gardens near the New 
Forest. 
 
The 4* Solent Hotel and Spa Fareham 
Nestled in mature woods and ancient meadowland, the Solent Hotel and Spa is the perfect place to relax and 

unwind for a short break.  All modern rooms feature a fully 
equipped bathroom with a choice of bath or shower, flat-
screen TVs, tea/coffeemaking equipment, mini fridges, fluffy 
bath robes and slippers and free WiFi.  The Terrace 
Restaurant proudly serves British cuisine with a 
Mediterranean influence while an outdoor terrace and grill 
provides a sizzling feast as the sun sets.  There is an indoor 
pool, sauna and hot tub, plus a spa with 8 treatment rooms. 
Other amenities include a gym and tennis courts. The 
excellent spa and health club facilities are yours to enjoy at 
your leisure free to hotel guests. 

Thursday 5th May 
We depart Nottingham area this morning and after pick-ups we travel to the historic cathedral city of 
Winchester England's ancient capital and former seat of King Alfred the Great.  Winchester Cathedral is a 
beautiful Anglican cathedral the present structure, dating 
mostly from 1097.  We begin our visit with a guided tour 
of this magnificent building where you will see the soaring 
Perpendicular Gothic nave the longest in England, also 
impressive are the chantry chapels, the reredos (late-
15th-century ornamental screens), and the elaborately 
carved choir stalls featuring flowers and plants, owls, 
monkeys, dragons, knights and green men.  Jane Austen is 
buried here; her grave is marked with a commemorative 
plaque along with the bones of many Saxon kings, the 
remains of the Viking conqueror Canute and his wife, 
Emma, and the remains of William Rufus (William II), son 
of William the Conqueror.  The Cathedral Café with its 
pretty garden and open-air terrace is the perfect place for homemade lunches while the Shop sells a wide 
range of gifts and souvenirs. After our tour there will be time to wander through the winding streets of 
Winchester where you will find independent Shops, big-name stores and chic boutiques alongside cafes, 
restaurants and pubs for lunchtime refreshments.  If you still want to pursue the historic places the Great 
Hall at Winchester Castle houses the medieval round table linked to King Arthur, there will be an admission 
charge.  Later this afternoon we travel to the Solent Hotel where after check in, retire to your room where 
you can relax before dinner this evening. 
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Friday 6th May 
A day for all garden lovers with a visit to Exbury Gardens a spectacular collection of woodland, herbaceous, 

contemporary, formal and wildflower 
gardens. At over 200 acres, these 
impressive gardens, created and 
managed by the Rothschild family, 
border the Beaulieu River and boast a 
narrow-gauge steam railway, plus a 
restaurant and an outdoor cafe.  Be 
inspired by a love of the outdoors and 
discover Exbury's unique riverside 
gardens where you can feed giant koi 
carp and golden orfe fish at Top 
Pond. Capture Exbury’s hidden 
beauty and escape the cares of the 

world as you explore a myriad of pathways lined with rare trees and shrubs at your own pace.  Spring 
highlights include the Camellia Walk, the Azalea Bowl, Magnolias and hybrid Rhododendrons in Home Wood, 
the Sundial Garden and much more.  We return to the Hotel with a scenic drive through the New Forest for 
dinner this evening. 
 
Saturday 7th May 
This morning after breakfast we travel to Alresford a vision of pastel perfection, Alresford is a handsome 

Georgian town of colour-washed houses, riverside walks, 
specialist shops and the UK's capital of watercress farming. 
There are a fine selection of old-fashioned pubs, smart bistros 
and traditional tea rooms. The Mid Hants Railway, known 
locally as the Watercress Line, can be found here too.  We 
need to be at the superbly restored Station at 10:30 to board 
a carriage pulled by one of the powerful steam locomotives 
for a ride to Alton Station departing at 11:00.  We return to 
Alresford Station arriving 11:40.  Check out the gift shop in the 
old Goods Shed here selling fabulous gifts, stationary, toys, 
books and more.  This afternoon an exciting visit following in 
Jane Austin’s footsteps to the pretty village of Chawton.  Jane 
Austen's House Museum is the only house where Jane Austen 
lived and wrote that is open to the public. It is the most 
treasured Austen site in the world.  It was in this country 
cottage that Jane's genius flourished and where she wrote, 

revised and had published all her major works: Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, 
Emma, Northanger Abbey and Persuasion.  
Jane lived at the cottage for the last eight 
years of her life.  She moved here in 1809 
with her mother, sister Cassandra and friend 
Martha Lloyd after a period spent living in 
lodgings. Explore Jane’s home and beautiful 
cottage garden whilst learning about her 
fascinating life through exhibitions and 
displays.  A short walk from Jane's home is St 
Nicholas's Church where Jane's mother and 
her sister are buried. The present church 
was rebuilt in 1872 following a fire which 
destroyed the church that Jane would have 
known.  Opposite the Museum is Casandra’s 
Cup a lovely Tea Room if in need of refreshment or The Greyfriar Inn serving lunches.  We continue our visit 
walking down the street to Chawton House the fine home of Jane’s brother Edward, which Jane referred to 
as the Great House.  Jane spent a lot of time here walking from the cottage.  The house has undergone 
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centuries of change and development as it has passed through different hands, making it rich with quirky 
and fascinating features, from graffiti on paintings and ‘witch marks’ on walls, to heraldic stained-glass 
windows and ornately carved fireplaces.  Edward, inherited the house when distant family members Thomas 
and Catherine Knight, made him their heir.  Highlights associated with Jane include the reading alcove in the 
Oak Room where she liked to sit; the same room also features the Knight family dining table at which Jane 
dined with her brothers and sisters.  Also enjoy the peace and tranquillity in  the lovely gardens and 
then soak up the atmosphere in the Old Kitchen Tearoom serving light refreshments including homemade 
cakes.  We return to the Hotel for dinner this evening.  
 
Sunday 8th May 
Today we travel to Portsmouth a city surrounded by the 
sea, Portsmouth's history is strongly linked with the Royal 
Navy and houses some superb military and maritime 
museums.  We transfer you to Gunwharf Quays which is 
located on the waterfront close to Portsmouth Harbour 
entrance for a Harbour cruise where you will get great 
views of the Royal Navy's ships in port and the Historic 
Dockyard along with the dramatic skyline.  Photography is 
permitted and waving to the sailors is mandatory!  A full 
commentary is provided on every trip detailing ships and 
sights of interest and lasts approximately 45 minutes.  There are bar facilities offering hot, cold and alcoholic 
drinks with snacks available as well as having accessible toilets.   
After the cruise discover the delights of Gunwharf Quays if you love to shop then there is no better place, 

plus an array of bars, coffee shops and restaurants to tempt you 
for lunchtime refreshments.  You can take an optional ride up 
the iconic Spinnaker Tower, offering great views over to the Isle 
of Wight Southsea, Hayling Island and the Portsmouth Naval 
dockyard.  After the adrenalin rush, head up to the Sky Garden 
with its open roof where you can relax with the stunning view or 
enjoy coffee and cake at The Clouds.  A short stroll will find you 
in old Portsmouth, a lovely historic area of the city featuring 
many old buildings and the old defences, which are called the 
hot walls (still in place), which you can walk along.  The old town 
retains the feel of how it must have been in the time of Nelson 
with its narrow-cobbled streets, quaint shops and historic pubs.  

In the heart of the town, you can take a ‘voyage of discovery’ at Portsmouth Cathedral, explore their close 
connections with Britain’s seafaring community and the Royal Navy. 
 
Monday 9th May  
We depart the hotel this morning and travel to the Vyne a former Tudor powerhouse turned 17th-century 

family home, set in gardens, 
woodlands and wetlands.  Inside 
the house, you can learn about 
William Wiggett Chute and his 
family who lived at The Vyne in the 
mid-19th century.  Take in historic 
gems including a pre-Reformation 
chapel, Tudor oak gallery with 16th 
century wood carvings and neo-
classical staircase hall.  Still 
following in Jane Austin’s footsteps 

Jane and Cassandra used to dance the night away at the Chute family balls which were held here many 
times.  Set in a scenic landscape, you can take some time out in sprawling gardens and woodlands.  The 
ancient woodlands reveal traces of history if you know where to look.  See if you can spot the remains of 
medieval fishponds and a Second World War munitions storage site.  For a chance to see wetland wildlife, 
you can visit the purpose-built bird hide.  For invigorating walks, you can hit the network of paths that run 
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through Morgaston Woods.  In spring, look out for a haze of bluebells in dappled sunlight.  If you are looking 
for lunchtime refreshments, try the cosy Brewhouse tearoom that serves light lunches and hot/cold 
beverages.  Just next to the tea garden, in a former coach house, our shop has highlights from National Trust 
ranges alongside locally sourced goods.  This afternoon we continue our journey home to Nottingham area 
with a comfort break arriving early evening. 
 
Tour includes:  Door to door taxi/minibus , executive coach travel with  courier/hostess service, 4 nights at 
the Solent Hotel with half-board accommodation, full excursion programme with visits to Winchester and a 
guided tour of Winchester Cathedral, Exbury Gardens and steam train ride, a scenic ride through the New 
Forest, a visit to Alresford and a return steam train ride on the Watercress line to Alton and back to 
Alresford, a visit to Chawton and the Jane Austin House Museum, Chawton House and Gardens, Portsmouth 
Harbour cruise and a visit to, The Vyne, a National Trust property. 
Tour extras:  Any fees, fares, lunches, or refreshments not included in the above tour.  
 
Tour cost from: £540.00        per person   Single supplement: £80.00 
Deposit: £100.00 per person 
NT members please bring card and make office aware to qualify for a reduction  

 
PLEASE NOTE:  The above itinerary may be subject to change – terms and conditions 
are available on request and we recommend that as our clients you take out 
insurance against any eventuality, medical or otherwise on all our holidays on 
booking. 
“Sharpes of Nottingham” are members of the Bonded Coach Holiday Group of the 
Confederation of Passenger Transport UK Ltd. This is a government approved 
consumer protection scheme. This ensures that in relation to the coach package 
holidays described in this brochure (or website) that the clients' monies are protected 
by a Bond which may be called upon in the unlikely event of the Member’s 

Insolvency. Clients are recommended to inspect the current membership certificate at our registered office 
or alternatively go to www.bch-uk.org or telephone 0207 240 3131 to confirm current membership. Your 
attention is also drawn to the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter that will apply to these coach 
package holidays. 
All Coach Holidays within this publication are subject to the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. A 
copy of the Trading Charter will be issued with all booking confirmations. Alternatively, either request a copy 
of the Trading Charter from the head office or view online at Sharpes of Nottingham Website. 


